Biola University

Digital Commons @ Biola
Biola Radio Publications

Biola Radio

Gems of Grace : studies in salvation
Ralph L. Keiper

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.biola.edu/biola-radio-pubs
Part of the Christianity Commons

Recommended Citation
Keiper, Ralph L., "Gems of Grace : studies in salvation" (1959). Biola Radio Publications. 157.
https://digitalcommons.biola.edu/biola-radio-pubs/157

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Biola Radio at Digital Commons @ Biola. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Biola Radio Publications by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ Biola. For
more information, please contact university.archives@biola.edu.

GEMS

OF
GRACE

Ralph L. Keiper

GEMS OF GRACE
Studies in Salvation

By

Ralph L. Keiper
Director of Research, The Evangelical Foundation

Messages Delivered Over The Bible Institute Hour

of
The Bible Institute of Los Angeles

The Bible Institute of Los Angeles
558 South Hope Street
Los Angeles 17, Calif.

These twelve messages are to
introduce the casual reader to our
wonderful Lord, and to encourage
the young believer to grow in
grace and in the knowledge of
God's Word.
We trust that the
Spirit of truth - the Holy Spirit
- will use these messages to glori
fy God and bless the reader.

25c

Copyright 1959 by The Evangelical Foundation, Inc., Philadelphia,
Pa. No part of this book may be reproduced without permission.
Printed
6M

in U. S. A.
5-59

Table of Contents
1.

TWOGREAT GIFTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

5

2.

THE KINDNESS OF GOD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

8

3.

THE MIRACLES OF JOHN

4.

OUR CONFIDENCE IN GOD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

14

5.

BORN AGAIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

17

6.

TALKING TO YOURSELF

... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. ...

20

7.

PRAYING IN THE HOLY SPIRIT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

23

3:16 .................... 11

8. How GOD LOVESUS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26
9.

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

29

GO TO HELL? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32

10.

WHY

11.

WAITING UP FOR HIM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

35

12.

PREPARING -FOR HIS COMING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

38

1
Two Great Gifts

What do we have in Christ, once we know Him as
Savior and Lord? And Paul answers in Ephesians 1:7, "In
whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgive
ness of sins, according to the riches of his grace." We are
all interested in gifts and possessions. Some things people
regard as priceless, such as gems, houses, estates, or cars.
Some people gather knicknacks, and prize them very highly.
But the greatest gift, the greatest possession, is salvation.
Ephesians 1: 7 tells us that we have this great gift through
our blessed Lord Jesus Christ who came to earth and died
on Calvary for us.
Now, why did Jesus die for us? Because you and I are
sinners. You may retort, "What do you mean, I am a
sinner? I am a good person, I am the trusted head of my
business, a respected member of my church. I am on the
board of deacons, I give liberally to my church and to
charitable organizations. I am really a fine fellow." There
are many good people in this world, and I am not quarrel
ing with your claim to be one of them. But, despite all
our goodness, we are not good enough for God. Sin is not
so much what we do, it is what we are. In the Book of
Romans God declares, "All have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God" (3: 23) . Since we are not equal to
God, we do not please God, we are not as perfect as God, and
therefore, we are sinners and need to be redeemed. Sin
must be paid for, and so God tells us, "The wages of sin
is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord" (Rom. 6:23). Now God the Father sent
the Lord Jesus to die for us and pay the penalty for our
sins, so Paul writes to the assembly in Ephesus, "In whom
we have redemption."
Redemption is a very interesting word; literally it
means to buy out of the marketplace. The Lord Jesus
5
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Christ bought us from the place of sin. For example, before
the Civil War, when our country was plagued by slavery,
many people were bought and sold. You can picture a
fine negro slave up for auction in the slave market. A man
bids highest for him, pays the full purchase price, and leads
the slave out of the market. Then he says, "Sam, I have
bought you to set you free. I have paid for you, and I
now set you at liberty. You are free."
This is what God the Father did. He saw us sold under
sin, and because of His wonderful love for us He sent the
Lord Jesus to buy us out of the slavemarket of sin and set
us free. As Peter tells us, we "were not redeemed with . . .
silver and gold . . . but with the precious blood of Christ"
(1 Peter 1: 18, 19). Today you and I have redemption in
Christ; we are free from God's wrath. Paul brings this out
very clearly when He says, "There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who
walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit. For the law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from
the law of sin and death" (Rom. 8:1, 2).
But not only do we have redemption, we also have "for
giveness of sins,'' as Ephesians 1: 7 tells us. This word
forgiveness literally means to place away, to put away from.
God has put our sins away, because we are redeemed by
the blood of His dear Son. He makes this very clear to us
in the 103rd Psalm when He says, "As far as the east is
from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions
from us" (v. 12).
Now, you and I never learn to forgive. Oh, after
having a quarrel with someone we say, "I shall forgive
him, but I shall never forget. I shall never give him another
chance to do what he did to me." Yes, we seemingly forgive.
but actually we never do. But God, in His marvelous grace,
not only forgives, He forgets our sins; they are washed
away by the blood of Christ; they are put away as far as
the east is from the west. What a wonderful forgiveness!
But there is something else for us in Ephesians 1: 7.
Some time ago, I was traveling with a friend through
Yellowstone National Park. Now I don't see very well, and
my friend was describing the beautiful vistas in Yellow
stone; when we came to a sign, he would read to me all of
the data on that sign. I said to him, "Donald, you are illus
trating a wonderful Scripture verse. You see these beau-
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tiful views and read these information signs, not with my
limited vision but with the full resources of your 20-20
vision." So Ephesians 1 :7 tells us that "we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace." God never saves us on margin. You
know that when you buy stock on margin, if it goes up
you are fortunate; but if it goes down, you lose all. But God
did not buy us on margin; He bought us outright and paid
the full price of our redemption. So whether we go up or
down, we are forever His. He saves us, not on the basis
of our need, but on the basis of His riches and His resources.
What a wonderful truth!
Finally, we have these wonderful blessings-redemp
tion and forgiveness, "according to the riches of his grace."
Those last three words are tremendously important because
they tell us that we are saved not on the basis of our
merit; not because we deserve salvation; neither because
we deserve salvation since we could not merit it. Such a
basis would be mere pity. No, we are redeemed simply
because it pleased God to save us according to His grace.
Do you know this salvation? Have you these two pre
cious possessions-redemption and forgiveness? Why not
believe God's Word and trust Him now?

2
The Kindness of God
I am sure that each of us has a favorite Bible verse,
and I want to give you mine. I believe we choose our
verses because of our background, because of some great
experience, or to commemorate some way in which God
has dealt with us. In my own life, I have been most im
pressed by the marvelous, sovereign grace of God. My
favorite verse is Ephesians 2:7: "That in the ages to come
he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his
kindness to us through Christ Jesus." This verse is precious
to me because it tells me why I have been born again. The
marvel is that not merely have I been delivered from hell,
not merely do I have the privilege of going to heaven to be
with God; to me, the greatest privilege, the greatest mir
acle, is that God redeemed me in order that I might know
day by day that He wishes to be kind to me.
Doubtless many times you say, "I wonder if anybody
cares about me; I wonder if anyone really loves me." I
have often thought that, too, but when I came to know
Jesus as my own personal Savior and began to study His
Word, I came across this marvelous verse. God wants to
be kind to me, not only once a year; not only once a month,
not only once a week, once a day, or once an hour, but every
day, every moment, every hour, not only in this life but
in the life to come!
What does Ephesians 2:7 tell us? First of all it speaks
of "the ages to come." I like the Greek of this, for there
are certain marvelous things which the original brings
out. In Greek, this wonderful verse says, "the ages coming
upon us." That is to say, there may be one age, two ages,
five ages, or a million ages, but no matter how many ages
science may discover, this verse tells us that God intends
to be kind to us "in the ages coming upon us."
Now, what does God want to do in the ages coming
upon us? He wants to show us the exceeding riches of
8

THE KINDNESS OF GOD

9

His grace. The Latin version uses a very interesting
word for to show; literally, to demonstrate, to point out,
to indicate. Thus God wants to give us, His children, a
working model of His kindness. All He asks is that we
be on the alert to see the opportunities in which God can
really be kind to us.
Next, God wants to show us how rich is His grace. Of
all the words in the vocabulary of heaven, the greatest is
grace, the unmerited favor of God. He is good to us, not
because we deserve it but simply because it pleases Him
to be good to us. And notice that it is His "exceeding
riches." So often we think of our poverty, but God wants
us to think of the riches which He has given to us on His
behalf. And it is the "exceeding riches!" Here again we
have a very interesting word in the original, from which we
get our English word hyperbole. In our courting days a lad
says to a lass, "My darling, your eyes are like pools, your
lips are like rubies, your teeth are like pearls." Now, she
knows he is lying and he knows that he is lying, but they
both love such talk. This is the hyperbole of love. It goes
beyond reality into the realm of imagination. And thus
God says, "My wealth goes beyond your poverty. My grace
goes beyond your merit, for merit you have none." Grace
is simply help for the helpless, mercy for the undeserving,
everything for nothing. My grace is rich, My grace is ex
ceeding; it goes beyond your bankruptcy and beyond your
inadequacy; it reaches My sufficiency.
Now we come to the heart of this verse when we read
of ''His Kindness to us." His Kindness! One of the greatest
institutions in all the world is that of Grandma! And may
grandmas ever continue to spoil their grandchildren! I
remember how Grandma used to take me over to town to
visit the greatest store in all the world-the Five-and-Dime.
We would go up one aisle and down another, and along the
aisles were counters just loaded with toys, candy, books,
everything that a child would like. I would say, "Grandma,
may I have some candy?" And probably she would buy
me some. When we came to the toy counter, I would say,
"Grandma, may I have a top?" She would say, "We got
one of those last week." Or again I would say, "Grandma,
may I have a coloring book?" And she would say, ''I think
you have one at home." And I would say, "Grandma could
I have this- or this-of this?" And finally Grandma

10
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would break the news. She would say, "Grandma's broke.
She's spent all her money. We shall have to wait until
Grandpa gets paid again." Ah, Grandma would have
given me anything she could. She was kind, but some of the
things I wanted would not have been good for me.
But you know, you and I as the sons of God have the
high privilege of going up and down the aisles of His
grace; and upon the counters of His promises everything is
for the taking. One marvel of it is, everything will do us
good. And the second marvel is, everything has been paid
for by the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, shed on Calvary.
God wants to be kind to you and to me; but often, in our
anxieties and worries, we pass by God our Heavenly Father;
we ignore our privileges in grace and do not allow our
Heavenly Father through Jesus Christ to be kind to us.
People have said to me, "Pastor, I don't think I am worthy
of all God's kindness!" You are so right-you are not
worthy! No one is.
Finally, notice the assurance that, despite our un
worthiness, God will still be kind to us. This verse speaks
of "His kindness to us through Christ Jesus." God is kind
to us because the Lord Jesus died on Calvary for our sins.
Do you know this wonderful Savior? And if you are a
believer, do you know the kindness of your Heavenly
Father?

3
The Miracles of John 3:16
Some years ago; it was my great privilege to visit an
expositi'on in the city of New York, where many great
examples of scientific achievement were displayed, includ
ing the marvelous advances in communication. Television
was still in its infancy, and visitors to the Communications
exhibit were invited to experience the novelty of being
televised. As I stood before the cameras and spoke to a
large group of people, this wonderful verse of Scripture
came to mind: "For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). I thought
of this because, as I stood among the miracles of com
munication, I was reminded of four great miracles in John
3: 16. First, there is the wonderful gift of a wonderful
love. "For God so loved the world." That little word so
has often fascinated me. What does it mean? In chapter
17 of John's Gospel we find the answer. Praying to His
Heavenly Father, our divine Lord asks "that the world
may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as
thou hast loved me" (v. 23). Thus, this little word so tells
us that God loves the world even as He loves His own Son.
Now, here is the miracle: God's love is absolutely impartial.
In families where there are several children, the father
may love one daughter above the others; or the mother
may love one son more. Human love is always partial,
but the love of God is so great, so miraculous, because it is
absolutely impartial. God loves us all. ''God so loved the
world."
The second miracle in this wonderful verse is a miracu
lous gift; miraculous because it meets the need of every age
from seven to seventy. Now, when you and I receive gifts,
sometimes they are not appropriate, or we do not need
them; and at Christmas many of us enjoy December 26
because we can go back to the stores and exchange our
11
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gifts. But this is a gift which everyone may receive and
enjoy. "God so loved the world, that he gave his only be
gotten Son." All of us need a Savior; we need to know
God, and there is only one way to know Him. Our Lord
Himself said, "'I am the way, the truth, and the life; no
man cometh unto the Father but by me" (John 14:6). If
we would know God, we must have this wonderful gift; so
God in His great love presents the Lord Jesus Christ to us.
What is the third miracle in this wonderful old verse?
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him . . . " The third
miracle is the condition upon which this gift may be re
ceived. Let us suppose, for example, that God had said,
"If you can see the words which are before you, you may
have this wonderful gift." This condition would exclude all
blind people. Or suppose God said, "If you will listen to
My words, you may have this wonderful gift.'' Immediately
this would exclude all those who are not able to hear. Again,
suppose God had said, "If you will just walk across the room
you can have this wonderful gift." There are many people
who are not able to walk, who cannot move a limb. And so
God in His marvelous grace found a way by which every
body could receive this gift: "Whosoever believeth in him."
You may have this gift by simply believing God's Word
about Himself.
Lastly, this gift does a wonderful thing and, in so
doing, provides another miracle. "For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting
life." You and I live in a world of sin and death. Every
thing we touch, everything we see, everything we handle,
perishes. As a youngster I went to one of our large depart
ment stores to buy a dress for my mother. I went to the
saleslady, a motherly type, and said to her, "Ma'am, I would
like to buy a dress that my mother can wear out." She
looked at me and said, "Son, they all wear out."
How true this is! We have a new suit today, an old
one tomorrow. We buy a new car today, it is old before
the year is out. This is true of houses, of lands, and indeed
of us; for within us is the seed of death. Our hair dis
appears, our sight dims, our hearing grows dull, and we
become old and feeble. This is just a physical testimony
to the truth of God's Word which says, "The wages of
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sin is death" (Rom. 6:23). But this marvelous gift enables us not to perish but to have everlasting life. The
earnest of this wonderful gift is the knowledge of the Lord
Jesus Christ as personal Savior. Thus we need never fear
death, because the believer who appropriates this wonderful
gift, given out of a wonderful love on a miraculous condi
tion, may have the marvelous experience of eternal life.
On one occasion our Lord said, "Verily, verily, I say
unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life" (John
5:24). Not only do we have the assurance of His Word, but
when we truly know the Lord Jesus Christ as personal
Savior, this eternal life, which then becomes ours, immed
iately begins to take effect. For we read, "If any man be in
Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away,
behold all things are become new" (2 Cor. 5: 17). It is in
teresting to see this verse operate as eternal life exerts its
power.
For example, perhaps you have been subject to a terri
ble temper. How wonderful to be able to give the soft an
swer that turns away wrath! And the things of God which
once bored you now become your real joy. And so we have
seen in this wonderful verse these four great miracles. Have
you experienced them? Do you know the Lord Jesus Christ
as your personal Savior? Oh, make Him your own today!
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life."

4
Our Confidence in God
What does prayer really mean to you? Have you ever
became discouraged in prayer? Has it been merely a me
chanical exercise--folding your hands, dosing your eyes,
bending your knee, and saying meaningless words? Or is
prayer a vital experience in which you have fellowship with
your Heavenly Father through Jesus Christ your Lord? To
every sincere believer, it should be the latter.
Turning to the Word of God, we read in I John 5: 14, 15:
"This is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask
anything according to his will, he heareth us: and if we know
that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have
the petitions that we desired of him." Now there are some
very interesting words in these two verses which indicate
to us what prayer really ought to be.
First of all, John says, "This is the confidence that we
have in him." In the original Greek there are two words
translated by our English word confidence. One means
to persuade, to convince but John does not use this word
here; instead, he uses the word which means freedom. It
literally means, the running of words, the freedom of speech.
lt speaks of two people who have absolute confidence in
each other, who can bare their hearts to each other.
Perhaps I can illustrate the spirit of this word from
my Pennsylvania Dutch background. In our town, most
people lived in two-story houses; on the ground floor there
were usually four rooms. As you entered the front door,
there was the parlor, which contained antique furniture
and was used only for weddings and funerals. Next was the
sitting room, somewhat like our modern den, where the
family gathered. Now, if we really liked you when you
came to visit us, we would probably take you into the
dining room. There the festive board would be set with the
finest linen and dishes, and the best cutlery that the fam
ily possessed would be put by the plates. As you sat down
14
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at the table, you could see that here was a family who knew
how to entertain guests, and you would be quite impressed.
Incidentally, there was also food to eat.
But if we really liked you and had actually accepted
you into our hearts, we would not think of taking you into
the parlor or into the sitting room; we would not be sat
isfied with merely having you eat in the dining room.
If you had really arrived in our affections, we would take
you to the best room in the house-the kitchen. There we
would sit down together at the table and from the old
stove we would lift the old battered coffee pot with a brew
in it that would stand your hair on end; and while coffee
was poured and rolls were consumed, friend would have fel
lowship with friend. Troubles would be laid bare, burdens
and sorrows would be shared, and joys would be expressed.
In the kitchen there would be the running of words.
Now, this is what prayer ought to be. This is what
is meant by this word confidence. "This is the confidence
we have in him." When you pray, do you invite the Lord
into the parlor, the living room, the dining room, or have
you taken your heavenly Father into the kitchen of your
heart? Have you sat down with Him and had a real
running of words, laying bare your heart, making known
your needs, showing Him that you really trust Him?
John goes on to say, "And this is the confidence that
we have in him, that if we ask anything according to his
will." Now note that. Alongside the Holy Bible at home,
we had a secular Bible. This secular Bible was delivered
in the fall and in the spring and when the secular Bible
arrived, all work stopped, for our secular Bible was the
Sears-Roebuck catalog. We would leaf through the pages
to the sections that had products in which we were most
interested. Then we would dream about how wonderful
it would be to have this or that. In the back of the catalog
there were a number of pink and green order blanks.
Choosing an article, we would note the code number, the
description of the item, the quantity and price. Having
fulfilled the catalog requirements for ordering, we mailed
the blank to the store.
Now, my mother often made these secular prayer re
quests to Sears-Roebuck. But I notice that Mother always
ordered according to the will of Sears-Roebuck. She fol
lowed the procedure that the catalog demanded. Next, she

16
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never sent the order to Montgomery-Ward. It was always
to Sears-Roebuck. Finally she would write on her order,
"If you don't have what I want, you may substitute some
thing close to it."
One time it was my privilege to have dinner with one
of the executives of this big store and I asked, "Mr. Smith,
when you do not have what a customer asks for, what
do you do?" "Well," he said, ''many times we refund the
money, or the customer may choose something else. But if
he does not designate a substitute for his order, we in
variably try to send him something better."
This is a tremendous illustration of prayer. For God
says, ''This is the confidence that we have in him, that, if
we ask anything according to his will ..." Now the Bible
is God's catalog, for in it are all His promises which to
us are Yea and Amen. And if we pray according to His
will, if we ask on the basis of His promises, we can be
sure that God will deliver what we ask, because He has it.
He has promised to give it to us. And this is why John
can say with such assurance, "This is the confidence that
we have in him, that, if we ask anything according to his
will, he heareth us: and if we know that he hear us, what
soever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that
we desired of him." Thus, you see, assurance for answered
prayer comes from the knowledge that we may talk with
our Heavenly Father. We may pray according to His
catalog, acccording to the promises in the Word that He
has given us. May prayer be a time of great blessing to you

5
Born Again

No doubt at some time in your life you have been asked
this question: ''Have you been born again?" And if you
have not, you have probably said to yourself, "What is
he talking about? I have been born once, how can I be
born again? That question just doesn't make sense. It's
all foolishness!"
Long, long ago there was a man, in fact a preacher,
who had the same problem. He did not know what it
meant to be born again. Here is his story in the Gospel
according to St. John: ''There was a man of the Phari
sees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: The same
came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know
that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can
do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with
him. Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily,
I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How
can a man be born when he is old? can he enter th'e
second time into his mother's womb, and be born? Jesus
answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel
not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again" (John
3:1-7).
Nicodemus was a great leader of Israel, in fact THE
leader, for in verse 10 our Lord Jesus Christ says to him,
"Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these
things?" Nicodemus was confused by this expression,
"born again." What does it mean?
Some time ago, when I was in Florida, a friend of
mine said to me, "Ralph, I am going to invite some business
men to our home this afternoon and I want you to tell them
what it means to be born again. Do not use biblical lan17
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guage because they will not understand it. They are not
acquainted with theological terms. You must put the new
birth into language that a business man will understand."
He told me this at about eleven o'clock, and the men were
to assemble at about two. For a moment, I felt like Zac
chaeus-up a tree. But the Holy Spirit gave me the solu
tion to my problem, as we shall see.
Now, verse 3 of the third chapter of John says, "Ex
cept a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God. In verse 5 read, ''Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."
And verses 6 and 7 say, "That which is born of the flesh
is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Mar
vel not that I say unto you, Ye must be born again." What
is the kingdom of God to which those who are not born
again are blind, from which they are barred, and for which
they are not qualified? If we can answer this question,
we shall have the clear answer to the question, "What is
the new birth?" And the answer will be in language that
everyone can understand.
In my dilemma, the Holy Spirit led me to Romans
14:17 where the Apostle Paul says, ''The kingdom of God
is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost." Immediately I saw that although
business men might not comprehend the new birth, they
would understand such words as righteousness, joy and
peace. For business men commonly say, "There is no jus
tice; no one is really on the level. Whom can I trust?"
Against the dark background of such disillusionment the
righteousness of God shines out in all its beauty. Again
business men say, "There is trouble in our personal lives,
in our social relationships, in our business dealings; our
days are spent in restlessness, turmoil, quarreling, and con
flict. Is there no peace?" And how many people say, "I
have tried a thousand ways to find happiness. I have tried
to drown my sorrows in drink and have discovered that
sorrows know how to swim. Is there any real joy?" These
three great questions the world is asking, but cannot find
the answers. Why? because, apart from the new birth, men
never know true righteousness, true peace, true joy.
The reason is that the natural heart is sinful, it is not
on the level. Because of its sinfulness, the natural heart is
restless. Long ago Isaiah wrote, "The wicked are like the
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troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up
mire and dirt. There is no peace, saith my God, to the
wicked" (Isa. 57: 20, 21). Mrs. Keiper and I have a home
at Ships Bottom, New Jersey, on the Atlantic coast. One
day I asked her to use a stop watch and count the seconds
that it takes for a wave to come in to shore. She dis
covered that it takes about 7 seconds for one breaker
to follow another. In other words, in 63 seconds-a minute
plus 3 seconds-at least 9 breakers fall against the shore.
Now multiply that by 60, (540 an hour); then by 24, (12,
960 a day) and finally by 365, and you find that 5,750,400
breakers strike that shoreline in one year! What a pic
ture of the turmoil of the human heart! That is why
men do not know peace and so can never know joy.
God says in His Word, if we come to the Lord Jesus
Christ and allow Him to be our Sin Bearer, if we allow
Him to take our restlessness and give us His peace, then,
"Being justified by faith we have peace with God." Once
we possess this peace with God, we know that joy unspeak
able and full of glory which enables us to say with Peter,
''Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye
see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable
and full of glory" (1 Pet. 1:8). This is what it means to
be born again: to know the righteousness, peace, and joy
of Almighty God. Why not come to Him today and know
thes·e blessings now?

6
Talking to Yourself
Have you ever talked to yourself? I have. There are
at least three reasons why a person talks to himself: He is
insane, he has money in the bank, or he wants to enjoy an
intelligent conversation for a change. But one who loves
the Lord Jesus Christ, and knows the wonderful hand of
God the Father in his life, has still another reason for talk
ing to himself. He talks to his soul about the goodness of
God. For example, in the Book of Lamentations, we find
the Prophet Jeremiah talking to himself: "This I recall to
my mind, therefore have I hope. It is of the Lord's mer
cies that we are not consumed, because his compassions
fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faith
fulness. The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; there
fore will I hope in him. The Lord is good unto them that
wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him" (Lam. 3: 21-25).
Jeremiah here gives us a wonderful lesson in how to medi
tate. Let us examine this passage.
"This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope."
When we are discouraged, when the exigencies of life be
come too much for us, the best remedy is to turn to God
and recall what He has done for us, in order that we may
say, "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us" (I Sam. 7: 12).
Now what great blessing did Jeremiah find in this re
flection? He says, "It is of the Lord's mercies that we
are not consumed, because his compassions fail not." These
words are most interesting because they remind us of the
constancy of God's love, His provision, His protection, and
His fellowship.
We have all had the experience of people showing
great interest in us because of a lively expectation of some
favor. But when the favor had been performed their love
faded and their interest waned. Is God like that? And
the prophet Jeremiah answers, "His compassions fail not."
God will always love us with the great love with which He
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began to love us. God's love does not cool, His interest
does not wane. The guarantee of this is the fact that He
sent His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to die on Calvary
for us.
Now in the 22nd verse we read, ''They [His compas
sions] are new every morning; great is thy faithfulness."
As a believer I have long since learned that there is noth
ing so bilious as a stale blessing. The blessings which I
had last week, last month, last year, will not suffice for to
day, tomorrow or the next day. But God tells me through
Jeremiah that His mercies are new every morning.
For example, every morning The New York Times is
left on our doorstep, and before I have breakfast, I go
downstairs to the front door, get the Times, and read it.
But occasionally I go down the stairs and the Times is not
there. I am disappointed, not because I have to talk to my
wife for lack of a newspaper, but simply because I miss
the Times. Now, suppose I miss the paper on Monday, and
on Tuesday I find copies of the Times for Monday and
Tuesday. But now Monday's paper is useless; it is stale,
it is old. You see, in order for a newspaper to have value,
it must be fresh, it must be current, it must be on time.
And in order for you and me to benefit from God's blessing
and mercies, they must be fresh, they must be current,
they must meet our present needs. And God says that His
mercies are new every morning.
I like the words every morning, because if God had
said His mercies are new every noon, or every afternoon,
or every evening, we might wonder what we would do in the
forenoon, since during that time we can really get into a
lot of trouble! But God says His mercies are new every
morning.
You may ask, "But what about my part? I am not
faithful to God, and so I do not deserve His blessing." How
right you are! You are not faithful, and you are not worthy
of His blessings. But old Jeremiah knew this about him
self. He knew that he was unworthy, and that many times
he was faithless. In fact, he was called "the gloomy proph
et," and the very name of this book, Lamentations, is a
testimony to that fact. But Jeremiah was not dependent
upon Jeremiah's faithfulness, only upon God's faithfulness.
"It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, be
cause his compassions fail not. His compassions are new
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every morning: great is thy faithfulness." Jeremiah knew
the secret of great joy, for he knew that God was faithful
and in the Book of Jeremiah we read; "Thy words were
found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the
joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy
name, O Lord God of hosts" (15:16). The secret of Jere
miah's joy was that he knew the Word of God, and thus he
came to know God's faithfulness.
Now he continues, "The Lord is my portion, saith my
soul; therefore will I hope in him." Do you say to your
self ''God is my portion, the Lord is my portion"? For
example, while in the comapny of a Christian friend we
could say, "The Lord is our portion," and that would be
wonderful. But as we separate we might as well ask, "is the
Lord still our portion?" ''Ah," says Jeremiah, "it is not a
matter of plurality but of singularity." God deals with us
individually. "The Lord is my portion says my soul; there
fore will I hope."
Finally, here is the conclusion that Jeremiah reaches
while talking to himself: "The Lord is good unto them that
wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him."
Are you
walking with the Lord, waiting upon Him, seeking Him?
Are you talking to yourself about His mercies and com
passions?

7
Praying in the Holy Spirit
Have you ever needed an advocate, someone who could
plead your case? Someone who could get you out of diffi
culty because he knew your need, he knew the law, and
he knew of someone who could really be of assistance to
you? From time to time, each of us needs an advocate.
This is especially true of believers, for we face many prob
lems that we cannot solve. And often, in our confusion, we
do not know exactly what to do. This is especially true
in our prayer life because so often we pray amiss. We pray
from the point of view of our prejudice, of our ignorance, of
our selfishness. And sometimes we well might ask our
selves, ''How can God really answer my prayer? I am so
ignorant of what I should pray for. I am so confused. I
don't know what to do."
In Romans 8:26-28, God assures us that He has given
us a wonderful Advocate, a wonderful Intercessor, the Holy
Spirit, who dwells within our hearts. Not only does He
teach you and me to pray, but the Holy Spirit actually
prays for us. As His prayer leaves our hearts, it is re
ceived by our Intercessor, the Lord Jesus, who even now is
sitting at the right hand of God the Father. Romans 8:
26-28 says: "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmi
ties: for we know not what we should pray for as we
ought: but the Spirit himself maketh intercession for us
with groanings which cannot be uttered. And he that
searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the
Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints ac
cording to the will of God. And we know that all things
work together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his purpose."
In verse 26 God definitely says that because of our
infirmities, our sin, our ignorance of the will of God, you
and I do not know how to pray. Many times I have heard
people pray for deliverance from sickness, or deliverance
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from death. This is quite natural simply because we all
want to be well, and none of us desires to lose a loved one.
But sometimes in the providence of God, it is His will to
take a loved one home but we pray selfishly because we
do not want to be separated from him. Or perhaps a young
person falls in love with someone who is intelligent, beau
tiful and possessing a charming personality. So he begins
to pray for this one to become his mate. Now conceivably
this desirable person is unsaved, and so he plays politics in
prayer, hoping that God will convert her, not for her
soul's salvation, but so he will be scripturally right in mar
rying her. God knows that there is an inbuilt selfishness
in our prayers, and so, in His wonderful grace, He has pro
vided the Holy Spirit as a filter. He prays for us. How?
"And he that searcheth the heart knoweth what is the
mind of the Spirit, because he [the Holy Spirit] maketh in
tercession for the saints according to the will of God." The
Holy Spirit prays for you and me, not according to our
desires, (although you can rest assured that He has our
interests at heart); He prays according to the will of God.
He acts like a gyroscope, and when you and I are not on
the level with God, the Holy Spirit intercedes for us and
through his gyroscopic functions, so to speak, He puts us
on the level with God. Our prayers are filtered by the
omniscience of the Holy Spirit, who knows God's will and
prays accordingly. Now, we may have prayed selfishly,
we may have even prayed in absolute rebellion against the
will of God. But the Holy Spirit sets our prayers aright,
and He who searches the heart knows the mind of the
Spirit. And what God knows concerning the Holy Spirit
is that when the Holy Spirit prays for you and me, He
does it in a manner which is pleasing to God.
Now, realizing this wonderful fact, we reach this tre
mendous conclusion in verse 28: ''And we know that all
things work together for good to them who love God, to
them who are the called according to His purpose." The
important phrase in this verse is the first - and we know.
There can be no doubt of the fact that God works in be
half of the sinner as well as the saint. He makes the sun
to shine and the rain to fall on the just and the unjust. The
Lord died for the sinner as well as the saint, and God pro
tects and provides for this old world even though it de
spises Him. But the great difference is that the world
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does not know of God's care; but you and I, through the
intercession of the Holy Spirit, can be absolutely sure that
every hour of every day, every moment of every hour, ev
ery second of every moment, God is working in our be
half. So we can say, "And we know that all things work
together for good to them who love God, to them who are
the called according to His purpose."
Now there is a strange little word in this verse, and
that strange little word is all. All things. And immediate
ly you say. "How can all things work together for good?"
Well, perhaps I can tell you. Some time ago, Mrs. Keiper
broke her arm and I had to become cook because she broke
her cooking arm. I tried to make biscuits one night, and
they were really something. As I mixed the ingredients
I tasted each of them, it was superbly horrible-baking
powder, shortening; flour. But I mixed them all together
and put them into the oven. Now I don't know what hap
pened, but all those horrible things had fellowship in that
oven and when they came out togeether, they were golden
brown and tasted very good . In the oven of God's grace
all the horrible things that may happen to you .a nd me work
together for good. Aren't you glad that the Holy Spirit
is your Intercessor and can give you full assurance that
your prayers will be answered?

8
How God Loves Us
Have you ever wanted someone to be really good to
you? Have you ever felt let down? Have you ever won
dered, ''Does anyone really care about me?" I am sure each
of us feels like this at times. Now the person who knows
the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior need never wonder about
this, because in the Word of God there are many passages
that tell of God's love for us. For example, there is that
well known verse, John 3:16: "For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be
lieveth in him should not perish but have everlasting
life." In that great fifth chapter of Paul's Epistle to the
Romans are several references to the love of God, one of
the chief being, "God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (v. 8).
However, I want to call your attention particularly to
Ephesians 2:4 which says, "But God, who is rich in mercy,
for his great love wherewith he loved us." This verse oc
curs in a very interesting setting. Writing to the believ
ers at Ephesus, Paul is reflecting upon what God has done
for them, and in the opening verses of chapter 2, he re
views what they were before they came to know the Lord
Jesus Christ as their Savior. First, they "were dead in
trespasses and sins." Second, they "walked according to
the course of this world." Having no interest in God,
they lived in selfishness, fulfilling the desires of the flesh
and of the mind.
Now, as Paul summed up the condition of the human
heart in these opening verses, there is one conclusion to
be drawn. Men who are down in sin, men who are indif
ferent to the grace of God, men who despise His grace be
cause of their own selfishness, deserve the wrath of God.
However, verse 4 is introduced by a little word with a great
meaning. And that little word is but. Whenever you meet
this little word in Scripture, notice what goes before it,
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and what follows it, because it is a word of contrast. From
the tragedy of man's selfishness, we come into the triumph
of God's grace, for we read, "But God, who is rich in mercy
for his great love wherewith he loved us."
Notice that the verse says, "God is rich in mercy."
You and I may be poor, wrecked by sin, but God in His
marvelous grace has provided us with wealth that can meet
all our needs. Our spiritual need is greatest because, when
we receive the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior, then
we have the secret of life, key to peace, and the prospect of
eternal joy. Our spiritual need is our greatest need, be
cause, without Christ we are separated from God. We
read, "For all have sinned and come short of the glory of
God" (Rom. 3:23). But God is rich in mercy; His wealth
has met all of our needs at Calvary.
The word mercy is a very interesting word in the original because it means literally, to live from others. Var
ious institutions thrive because of our support: the Red
Cross, the United Fund, the Church, the Boy Scouts, and
various other organizations. Perhaps I can illustrate this
wonderful word by an event that occurred in my home a
number of years ago when I was a pastor in Jersey City.
We used to have a Scotch lady who took care of the manse
for us and she would come on a Wednesday and invariably
she would sav, "Pastor is it all right for me to bring the
bairns to lunch? The school is just across the street." And
I would say, "Ginger," (she had red hair) "Ginger, of
course you may bring the bairns to lunch." And so every
Wednesday the children came to lunch with Uncle Ralph.
As we sat down at the table, we followed a certain ritual.
I usually said grace, and after the grace was said, Mrs.
Nibbins would say to the children, "Eat up! it's on your
uncle! We don't have to pay for it today!" I believe the
old Scotch saying was, "Eat up, it's on your auntie. We
do not have to pay for it today."
One day I said to her, "You know, Ginger, when you
say, 'Eat up, it's on your uncle. We do not have to pay
for it today', you remind me of a fine Scripture verse."
And I turned to Ephesians 2: 4. and called her attention to
the word mercy. For what the original Greek words say
is simply this: "Eat up! It's on the Lord!" This is the es
sence of true faith in Christ. God in His marvelous grace
has provided all things for us that we might eat them up;
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or, to use a slang expression, that we might live them up
because it is on the Lord. This is just a slang way of say
ing what Paul said theologically in Romans 1 :17, "The
just shall live by faith."
Now you may say to me, "Preacher, what makes this
wonderful gift so possible? Certainly I do not deserve it."
Of course one answer is, "Neither does anyone else." But
the great answer to your question is in this same verse,
"But God, who is rich in mercy because of his great love
wherewith he loved us." What was the nature of God's
love for us? To what extent did He love us? What is the
content of this word great? We have a like idea in John
3:16: "For God so loved the world." What is the content
of the word so? For about a year I searched for the mean
ings of so and great, and one day I was reading the 17th
chapter of St. John's Gospel. There our divine Lord is
praying in His great high-priestly prayer to the Father and
asking "that the world may know that thou hast sent me,
and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me." Do you know
that God loves you as much as He loves Jesus Christ? This
is the content of the little word so in John 3: 16. This is
the content of the word great in Ephesians 2 :4. You and
I can live it up, because it's on the Lord; you and I can
live by faith in His rich mercy because of His great love
for us.
Is God your Heavenly Father through Jesus Christ
our Lord? If not, why not come to Him today and learn
that He cares for you?

9
What Would YOU Say?
When asked how he witnesses to others, a friend of
mine replied, "I invariably ask the person to whom I am
speaking, 'What right have you to enter heaven?' and at
once I have his interest." Some time ago, I had the privi
lege of teaching a Wednesday night Bible class in Boston.
I flew from Philadelphia each Wednesday afternoon and
returned on a 10: 30 plane from Boston. Since I did this
for 33 weeks, I got to know the airport officials and
stewardesses. One clear evening on the return flight, I was
sitting with a stewardess, enjoying a cup of coffee. Since
we were flying over Providence, I knew everything was
perfectly all right; but over the intercom the captain of
the flight made the following announcement: ''It is clear
over Boston and Rhode Island, but at Philadelphia the ov
ercast is very heavy and we may have to make an instru
ment landing."
After the announcement, I said to the stewardess,
"Have you ever thought of crashing?" She was rather
startled, and replied, "No, Mr. Keiper, why do you ask?"
"Well," I said, "the captain just told us we might have to
make an instrument landing. One of these planes made
an instrument landing last week and missed the field and
crashed. I was wondering what would happen if we should
land in the river instead of the airfield."
The stewardess replied, "You are some customer, to
bring up such a detail as that!"
I said, "To me it would be a novelty; but to you it
would be an occupational hazard."
She said, ''You know, I believe you have something else
in your mind; what is it?"
I said, "Just suppose we should crash tonight and you
and I became what men call dead, and the next voice that
we heard would be that of Almighty God saying, 'What
29
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right have you to enter My heaven?' What would you
say?"
She paused for a moment, and it seemed like an eter
nity. Finally she said, "I wouldn't have a thing to say."
Now, earlier in our conversation, she had told me that
she belonged to a church and was relying upon the church
for her salvation. But when I asked her this question, she
had no answer.
Now, let me ask you the same question. If you
should die, and the next voice that you heard was that of
Almighty God saying, "What right have you to enter My
heaven?" what would you say? In my office we receive
hundreds of letters each week from radio listeners. I have
taken samples of these letters and studied the answers to
this question. Although phrased in various ways, the an
swers can be boiled down to three: (1) Here's my record.
(2) I wouldn't have a thing to say. (3) My hope is built
on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness. I dare
not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus'
name.
To go back to my story. After giving her answer,
the stewardess turned the tables on me: "Mr. Keiper, what
would you say if God asked, 'What right have you to come
into My heaven?'"
I said, "If we should crash tonight, and I heard the
voice of Almighty God asking, 'What right have you to
enter heaven?' I could not point to my record, because my
record has brought me into question. Without the gospel,
I simply would not have a thing to say. But I do have
the answer. I could say that I was coming to Him by the
new and living way which He has provided. This new and
living way is described by our blessed Lord in John 5:24:
'Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my word,
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life
and shall not come into judgment; but is passed from death
unto life.'"
What words are we to hear? What words are we to
believe? The words that you and I are to believe are those
which tell us how God sent the Lord Jesus Christ to be
our Savior. John 3:17 says, "God sent not his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but that the world
through him might be saved." We used to teach the child
ren a little chorus which expresses this truth:
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He did not come to judge the world;
He did not come to blame;
He did not only come to seek,
It was to save He came.
And when we call Him Savior,
We call Him by His name.
So, I told the stewardess my answer to God's challenge
would be, "I have been washed in the blood of Christ. He
is the only answer, the only way, into heaven." He him
self said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man
cometh unto the Father but by me" (John 14:6). And
while we flew in the beautiful moonlight over Connecticut
and New York into New Jersey, I quoted to the steward
ess that great hymn:
His oath, His covenant, His blood,
Support me in the whelming flood;
When all around my soul gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay.
When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh, may I then in Him be found;
Dressed in His righteousness alone,
Faultless to stand before the throne.
On Christ; the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.
The stewardess did not profess to accept the Lord that
night, but a month later I took that same plane from Bos
ton, and as I approached the gangway I heard a voice at the
top saying, "Mr. Keiper, I'm still thinking about your
question."
Will you think about this question: "What right have
you to enter heaven?" May God grant that you can say
with me, I enter heaven through that new and living way,
even the blood of my Lord Jesus Christ, who died for me
at Calvary.

10
Why Go to .H ell?
Frequently I receive a letter from someone who says,
"I am very much disturbed because you preach the doc
trine of hell. You present a doctrine of wrath. You ap
parently love to speak of God as a God of hatred. If God
is a God of love, how can He send people to hell?"
Perhaps you too have asked this question. But ac
cording to Scripture, God never sends anyone to hell. Men
go to hell because they want to, for God tells us, "This is
the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds
were evil. For everyone that doeth evil hateth the light,
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be re
proved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that
his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in
God" (John 3:19-21).
The passage begins, ''This is the condemnation." That
is to say, "This is the judgment. This is the indictment.
This is what God has against man." And the verse con
tinues, "Light is come into the world, and men loved dark
ness rather than light, because their deeds were evil." Men
know what they ought to do, and what they ought not to
do. For example, how many times have you said, "I know
I ought to do this, but - " and then you told what you were
really going to do, even though it was against your best
judgment. This is not only true on a small scale in re
lation to everyday life, but on a large scale, it also is true
in our relationship to God. No man goes to hell because he
is ignorant of what God wanted of him. A man goes to
hell because he is rebellious, because he refuses to do what
he knows God wants him to do.
Why is this? Why are men perverse? Why are they
rebellious? I suppose we could go into a psychological
analysis of why people do what they do, but the Bible
gives us the clearest; most simple answer: "Men loved
darkness rather than light." There are several words for
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love in the New Testament Greek. The word used in John
3:19 is the same word as that in John 3:16 which says,
"God so loved the world." It indicates something which
attracts beyond the natural.
God tells us that men love darkness. Now, this is ab
normal. In nature, everything likes the light. If you put
a plant on your window sill, that plant turns to the light.
If you turn the pot around after a few days, you will see
the branch twist and turn, because it will not face the dark
ness; it turns to the light. In the summertime, if you
flash the beam of a searchlight, there all the bugs in the
area congregate. These creatures have good sense, they
like the light. But man, who is at the top of God's crea
tion, a reasonable, rational creature made to love the light,
loves darkness. Why? Because his deeds are evil. The
very fact that he loves darkness shows that he is not ig
norant of what God expects of him.
Here is a very familiar illustration: Mother says,
"Johnnie, I don't want you to touch the jam on the pantry
shelf." And as long as she is around, Johnnie leaves the
jam alone. But one day Mother goes to the store, leaving
Johnnie at home. He gets a chair, stands on it, and as he
reaches up for the jam, the chair tilts. Down he falls with
the jar, but fortunately it doesn't break. He takes off
the lid, samples the jam, puts back the lid, and returns the
jar to its place. When Mother comes home she says,
"Johnnie, I've brought you something from the store!"
But he doesn't come to get it. He knows that he has done
wrong, and this may be the time of reckoning! Mother
notices that all is not well and asks, "Johnnie, what has
happened?" He replies, "Oh, nothing." But the very
way in which he says it makes her suspicious. She looks
him over and sees, under his chin, a telltale dab of jam
which he failed to wipe off. Poor Johnnie! He is a real
sinner, all right, and the jam has really gotten him into a
jam! The day of reckoning has come. Grudgingly he ad
mits that he got into the jam jar.
Now, all of us are like children in our relationship to
God, when we do wrong. We know that our deeds are evil,
and dread the day of reckoning. Nevertheless, there is to
be a day of reckoning, for God's Word says, "It is appointed unto men once to die, and after this the judgment"
(Heb .. 9:27). No matter who you are, no matter where you
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live, no matter what your station in life, you must one day
meet God. He has already determined that we shall meet
Him. There will be no invitation; it will be an absolute command. You and I must give account of our evil deeds.
Oh, since you know you must face the light, why not
face it now? Or I should say more accurately; why not face
Him now? God, through the prophet Isaiah, says, "Come
now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool" (Isa. 1: 18).
God does not want anyone to go to hell; He wants
everyone to go to heav·en. He invites you to talk it over with
Him. Oh, to be sure, He will tell you that you are a sinner;
but that you already know. But He will also tell you that
He has provided a Savior to take your punishment, that you
might enter His heaven. Will you not listen to God, believe
His Word, and receive Christ as your own personal Savior?

11
Waiting Up for Him
One of the great doctrines of the Word of God is the
doctrine of the Second Coming of our blessed Lord. Why
do we preach this doctrine? First of all, we are not so
much interested in the doctrine as a doctrine, but because
we love the Person who is to come: namely, our blessed
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In 1 Thessalonians 1:10 we
read, "And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he
raised from the dead, even Jesus, who delivered us from
the wrath to come." Paul loved the believers at Thessa
lonica because they had come to the saving knowledge of
the Lord Jesus Christ out of great tribulation and he re
minds them of this in verse 6; "And you became followers
of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much
affliction [or tribulation] with joy of the Holy Ghost."
And, in verses 9, 10, he recalls how they "turned to God
from idols to serve the living and true God; and to wait for
his Son from heaven." The believers at Thessalonica were
expecting their Savior to return. In the Greek, the word
translated wait for is, literally, wait up for.
To illustrate, let us suppose that your son has been in
military service overseas for three or four years. About
ten o'clock one night your phone rings and a voice says,
"Dad, I've just arrived at the airport."
You say, "That's wonderful. Son! How long will it
take you to get home?"
"About two or three hours."
And you say, "All right, Son, but Mother and I are
rather tired. I have had a hard day and so has Mother.
We're going to bed, but we'll put the key under the mat.
Please come in quietly and we'll see you in the morning."
Can you imagine talking like that to a son whom you
had not seen for so long? Indeed not! You would say,
"We'll come to the airport and get you!" Why? Because
you have counted the hours and the days until you would
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see your son again and hear his voice. Now he is so near,
you just can't wait to see him! That's the spirit of the
word that Paul uses when he says, ''To wait up for his Son
from Heaven."
Not only is Christ the expected Son, but He is the ris
en Son, for we read, "And to wait for His Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead." In 1954 there was a great
conference of theologians in Evanston, Illinois. They came
from all over the world, especially from the United States
and Europe. The chief subject of discussion was the second
coming of our Lord. The European theologians had little
difficulty in believing that Jesus Christ will come again.
But the newspaper accounts indicated that our American
theologians seemed to have difficulty believing the doc
trine of the second coming. After the conference was over,
I obtained the texts of the speeches delivered at Evanston,
read them carefully, and soon discovered why our Ameri
can theologians had difficulty in believing that Jesus Christ
would come again. It was because they had never let Him
out of the grave. They did not believe He had risen from
the dead. They did not believe in a Lord Jesus Christ who
had historically, physically, bodily, risen from the grave.
Consequently, since there was no Jesus in Heaven at the
right hand of the Father, of course, there was no Jesus to
come again!
How glad we are that we know from the Word of God
that our Lord Jesus Christ not only died, He rose again,
and is at the right hand of the Father interceding for us!
Because He is the Christ whom God the Father raised
from the dead, He is coming again. Yes, we believe that
Jesus Christ rose from the dead. As well expressed in one
of our great hymns,
Death cannot keep his prey Jesus my Savior!
He tore the bars away Jesus my Lord!
Up from the grave He arose,
With a mighty triumph o'er His foes;
He arose a Victor from the dark domain;
And He lives forever with His saints to reign.
He arose! He arose!
Hallelujah! Christ arose!
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But we not only love Him because He is the expected
Son, and the risen Son, but also because He is the deliver
ing Son. For our verse says, "And to wait for his Son
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus,
who delivered us from the wrath to come." The Greek
differs from the English in that it uses the present tense
instead of the past. For our Lord Jesus Christ truly has
delivered us from the guilt of sin, and never shall we ex
perience God's wrath. But our Lord is also delivering us
from the power and defilement of sin day by day. And
some day He will deliver us from the presence of sin. I
like this word deliver, for in the original it means to draw
away from, to draw back from. It can be illustrated by
the incident of a little child who wanders out onto a super
highway. A car is speeding toward him, but his father
pulls him back off the road. This is what God will do for
us when our blessed Lord returns. He will pull us out of
the path of His judgment. For God's wrath is going to
fall upon this old world! Men may be indifferent to God
now, but then they will have to reckon with Him. There
will be a great judgment at which men will answer for their
sins without the benefit of a Savior. But God in His mar
velous grace will send the Lord Jesus to deliver us from
this coming hour, the hour of God's wrath. So you can
see why we glory in the doctrine of the second coming,
not because we are fanatical but because we love Him who
is to come, our Savior, even Jesus. "Thou shalt call his
name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins."
So we are waiting for the expected Son, the risen Son, the
coming Son, even our Savior.
Are you waiting up for Him?

12 Preparing
for His Coming

As we study the writings of the Apostle Paul, it is
quite evident that he had always before him the second
coming of our blessed Lord. For the great Apostle, it was
not only a doctrine to be taught, but an event for which he
lived. He knew that when he saw his blessed Lord face to
face, there would be a time of reckoning. This thought
occurs again and again in his epistles.
Writing to the believers at Thessalonica, he asks,
"What is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are
not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at
his coming?" (1 Thess. 2:19). When I first read this verse,
I thought the Apostle must be mistaken, for he says, "What
is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even
ye? I thought the Apostle Paul was saying, ''Is not even
He, the Lord Jesus Himself?" But Paul here is not speak
ing of meeting the Lord; rather, he is speaking about being
prepared to meet him.
Perhaps I can illustrate the theme of this verse in the
following manner. One morning in June, 1953, Mrs. Keiper
and I got up very early, dressed, put our breakfast on trays
and went into the living room. We flicked on the television,
and in a moment found ourselves in Westminster Abbey,
for it was the coronation day of Queen Elizabeth II. We
observed the stately ceremony of the Anglican Church,
and after the Queen was crowned we saw her receiving the
homage of the great men of the realm. As each came be
fore her, he knelt and swore fealty to her. Then he present
ed a gift. It was a very moving ceremony.
When it was over, I remarked to Mrs. Keiper, "You
and I may never have the privilege of meeting Queen Eliza
beth, and since we are not British subjects we shall never
need to swear fealty to her or present gifts. But you and
I are going to visit the Westminster Abbey of Heaven
some day. That will be the coronation day of our blessed
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Lord when He will be crowned King of kings and Lord of
lords. Then we shall personally see Him, whom now we see
only by faith. We shall swear allegiance to Him, we shall
show our devotion, and completely submit to His rule. But
I am a little troubled. What shall you and I present to our
blessed Lord on His coronation day? What gift shall we
give?"
This question was doubtless in Paul's mind, and I be
lieve his answer was to prepare himself for the second com
ing by being a missionary-winning souls for the blessed
Lord Jesus Christ. He knew that on the day of corona
tion, when he would actually see his blessed Lord, the best
way to show his devotion and swear fealty was to present
gifts. His gifts to Christ would not be material treasures
but redeemed souls whom God through the Holy Spirit
would give him the privilege of bringing to the feet of
Jesus Christ. This is why he says to the saints of Thessa
lonica, "What is our hope, or joy or crown of rejoicing?"
And he seems to point his finger at each believer as he
says, ''Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus
Christ at His coming?"
That June morning, as we watched the coronation of
Queen Elizabeth and thought of this verse, I said to Mrs.
Keiper, "At the coronation of our blessed Lord, when it
comes our turn to be presented to Him and to swear our
fealty and express our devotion, what shall we give Him?
Shall we have to sing,
Have I come, and empty handed,
Thus my dear Redeemer meet?
Not one soul with which to greet Him,
Lay no trophy at His feet?
Or shall we be able to sing, "Crown Him with many
crowns, the Lamb upon His throne!" God grant that we
shall be concerned, even as was the Apostle Paul! We
think of the second coming, rejoice in the fact that the
Lord Jesus will return, anticipate the time when we shall
see Him face to face, and tell the story, saved by grace.
But let us also think about our responsibility to prepare to
meet Him face to face. God grant that we may not stand
empty-handed, ashamed, having nothing to present to
Him. The Apostle John joins Paul in warning us against
this, for he writes: ''And now, little children, abide in him,
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so that when he appears we may have confidence and not
shrink from him in shame at his coming" (1 Jn. 2 :28).
Now is the time when we determine just how we shall
stand before Him. Are you interested in soul winning?
Have you witnessed to the members of your family, to
the people who deliver packages at your door? Do your
neighbors and your friends know that you have been born
again? Can they see by your life what the Lord Jesus
has done for you? We should be bearing such a witness,
for this is how God would have us prepare for the Second
Coming. Then we shall have the trophies of grace to pre
sent to our blessed Lord.
In the first chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, Paul
brings this same thought before us: "By whom [Christ] we
have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the
faith among all nations, in the interests of his name." Each
and every one who has been born again has been commis
sioned to foreign service for our Lord. The Bible Institute
of Los Angeles publishes a magazine called The King's Busi
ness, and truly we are to be in business for our King. We
are to win souls for the Savior and declare His name among
all nations. Perhaps some of us cannot preach a sermon,
or teach a Bible class. But everyone of us can live a life
that manifests our faith in Christ, and such a life people
will observe. They will read the gospel according to us,
and as they see through us, the illustrated Word, the evi
dence of the written Word, we shall enable them to behold
the living Word.
Believer, are you preparing for His coming? Will you
have gifts which you can present to Him?

